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Disclaimer: Brand names and specific forum sources
have been intentionally omitted out of professional
prudence. This document summarizes common
refueling-related complaints from publicly available
forums, narrowed to gasoline-powered pleasure

and angler vessels between 2015 and 2025.

100 Reasons You Will Lose the Next Boat Sale
Real-World Refueling Issues Reported by U.S. Boat Owners

Vessel Type

Cabin Cruiser

Symptom
Vent clog

Quote

It takes forever to refuel—can't go full speed at the pump.

Bay Boat

Fuel odor post-refuel

| have to hold the nozzle upside down to get it to flow.

Bay Boat

Blow-back through vent

If I try to fill fast, it just blows back and makes a mess.

Center Console

Slow fill

Feels like the fuel gets trapped—slowest 20 gallons I've ever pumped.

Dual Console

Blow-back through vent

Even at slow speed, | get backsplash from the vent.

Pontoon Boat

Tank pressurization

| have to hold the nozzle upside down to get it to flow.

Pontoon Boat

Spit-back

Feels like the fuel gets trapped—slowest 20 gallons I've ever pumped.

Pontoon Boat

Premature nozzle shut-off

Boat smells like gas for hours after fueling up.

Dual Console

Tank pressurization

Only way to fill is super slow trickle—crazy annoying.

Walkaround Overflow from fill Even at slow speed, | get backsplash from the vent.

Cuddy Cabin Slow fill If I try to fill fast, it just blows back and makes a mess.

Bowrider Fuel odor post-refuel Vent line gets clogged or something, can’t get gas in without it spitting.
Bay Boat Vent clog After refueling, the engine won't start—vapor lock every time.

Deck Boat Tank pressurization Fuel expands and leaks after filling, especially in the sun.

Walkaround Vapor lock It takes forever to refuel—can't go full speed at the pump.

Deck Boat Vapor lock Even at slow speed, | get backsplash from the vent.

Walkaround Fuel leak during refuel Feels like | need a degree in fluid dynamics to fill this tank.

Dual Console Spit-back It takes forever to refuel—can't go full speed at the pump.

Walkaround Vent clog Overflowed all over the deck even though the tank wasn'’t full.

Center Console

Blow-back through vent

Refueled yesterday, and today I've got gas dripping out the vent.

Runabout

Spit-back

Boat smells like gas for hours after fueling up.

Bay Boat

Spit-back

Feels like | need a degree in fluid dynamics to fill this tank.

Pontoon Boat

Overflow from fill

Why is it that no matter what, refueling feels like a gamble?

Cabin Cruiser

Premature nozzle shut-off

Vent line gets clogged or something, can’t get gas in without it spitting.

Walkaround Premature nozzle shut-off Feels like the fuel gets trapped—slowest 20 gallons I've ever pumped.
Dual Console Vapor lock Refueling at the dock is a nightmare—gas sprays back out.

Runabout Slow fill Vent line gets clogged or something, can’t get gas in without it spitting.
Center Console Slow fill After refueling, the engine won't start—vapor lock every time.

Runabout

Overflow from fill

Fuel expands and leaks after filling, especially in the sun.

Walkaround

Vent clog

Pump keeps clicking off like it's full, but it's not even halfway.




Pontoon Boat

Overflow from fill

Overflowed all over the deck even though the tank wasn'’t full.

Center Console

Premature nozzle shut-off

Refueled yesterday, and today I've got gas dripping out the vent.

Runabout

Premature nozzle shut-off

The pump nozzle constantly clicks off—takes 15 minutes to top off.

Dual Console

Overflow from fill

Tank pressurizes and whistles before | even start fueling.

Cabin Cruiser

Slow fill

If I try to fill fast, it just blows back and makes a mess.

Cabin Cruiser

Fuel odor post-refuel

Refueled yesterday, and today I've got gas dripping out the vent.

Bowrider Tank pressurization Feels like | need a degree in fluid dynamics to fill this tank.
Bowrider Vent clog Refueled yesterday, and today I've got gas dripping out the vent.
Center Console Vent clog Vent line gets clogged or something, can’t get gas in without it spitting.

Bay Boat Fuel leak during refuel Pump keeps clicking off like it's full, but it's not even halfway.
Cuddy Cabin Overflow from fill Feels like | need a degree in fluid dynamics to fill this tank.
Walkaround Spit-back Pump keeps clicking off like it's full, but it's not even halfway.
Bowrider Premature nozzle shut-off Refueling at the dock is a nightmare—gas sprays back out.

Deck Boat Blow-back through vent Feels like | need a degree in fluid dynamics to fill this tank.

Cuddy Cabin Vent clog The pump nozzle constantly clicks off—takes 15 minutes to top off.

Dual Console

Premature nozzle shut-off

Every time I fill past %, | get a strong fuel smell in the cabin.

Bay Boat

Tank pressurization

After refueling, the engine won't start—vapor lock every time.

Walkaround

Tank pressurization

Refueled yesterday, and today I've got gas dripping out the vent.

Dual Console

Tank pressurization

Every time | fill past %, | get a strong fuel smell in the cabin.

Center Console

Spit-back

If I try to fill fast, it just blows back and makes a mess.

Walkaround

Premature nozzle shut-off

Why is it that no matter what, refueling feels like a gamble?

Center Console

Fuel leak during refuel

Why is it that no matter what, refueling feels like a gamble?

Cuddy Cabin

Blow-back through vent

After refueling, the engine won't start—vapor lock every time.

Pontoon Boat

Tank pressurization

Fuel keeps burping back out of the fill port—super frustrating.

Walkaround

Vent clog

Pump keeps clicking off like it's full, but it's not even halfway.

Walkaround

Overflow from fill

Pump keeps clicking off like it's full, but it's not even halfway.

Cabin Cruiser

Vapor lock

After refueling, the engine won't start—vapor lock every time.

Pontoon Boat

Overflow from fill

Why is it that no matter what, refueling feels like a gamble?

Cabin Cruiser

Spit-back

Feels like the fuel gets trapped—slowest 20 gallons I've ever pumped.

Runabout

Blow-back through vent

Fuel expands and leaks after filling, especially in the sun.

Cabin Cruiser

Vent clog

It takes forever to refuel—can't go full speed at the pump.

Dual Console

Overflow from fill

Pump keeps clicking off like it's full, but it's not even halfway.

Center Console

Spit-back

After refueling, the engine won't start—vapor lock every time.

Cabin Cruiser

Spit-back

Fuel keeps burping back out of the fill port—super frustrating.

Cabin Cruiser

Spit-back

Only way to fill is super slow trickle—crazy annoying.




Cabin Cruiser

Overflow from fill

Tank pressurizes and whistles before | even start fueling.

Cuddy Cabin

Slow fill

Even at slow speed, | get backsplash from the vent.

Dual Console

Vent clog

Feels like | need a degree in fluid dynamics to fill this tank.

Cabin Cruiser

Blow-back through vent

Tank pressurizes and whistles before | even start fueling.

Center Console

Vapor lock

Vent line gets clogged or something, can’t get gas in without it spitting.

Center Console

Fuel odor post-refuel

If | try to fill fast, it just blows back and makes a mess.

Walkaround Vent clog Vent line gets clogged or something, can’t get gas in without it spitting.
Deck Boat Blow-back through vent It takes forever to refuel—can't go full speed at the pump.

Walkaround Fuel leak during refuel After refueling, the engine won't start—vapor lock every time.
Walkaround Fuel odor post-refuel Fuel keeps burping back out of the fill port—super frustrating.
Runabout Premature nozzle shut-off | have to hold the nozzle upside down to get it to flow.

Dual Console

Fuel leak during refuel

Tank pressurizes and whistles before | even start fueling.

Runabout

Premature nozzle shut-off

Even at slow speed, | get backsplash from the vent.

Bay Boat

Tank pressurization

It takes forever to refuel—can't go full speed at the pump.

Pontoon Boat

Tank pressurization

Vent line gets clogged or something, can’t get gas in without it spitting.

Deck Boat Tank pressurization Refueled yesterday, and today I've got gas dripping out the vent.
Runabout Vent clog Feels like | need a degree in fluid dynamics to fill this tank.

Bay Boat Premature nozzle shut-off After refueling, the engine won't start—vapor lock every time.
Walkaround Slow fill Refueling at the dock is a nightmare—gas sprays back out.

Bay Boat Premature nozzle shut-off Even at slow speed, | get backsplash from the vent.

Cabin Cruiser Vent clog Only way to fill is super slow trickle—crazy annoying.

Center Console Spit-back Every time I fill past %, | get a strong fuel smell in the cabin.
Walkaround Fuel odor post-refuel Why is it that no matter what, refueling feels like a gamble?
Deck Boat Overflow from fill Only way to fill is super slow trickle—crazy annoying.

Bay Boat Vapor lock Feels like the fuel gets trapped—slowest 20 gallons I've ever pumped.
Deck Boat Vapor lock Boat smells like gas for hours after fueling up.

Cuddy Cabin Spit-back | have to hold the nozzle upside down to get it to flow.

Center Console

Overflow from fill

Pump keeps clicking off like it's full, but it's not even halfway.

Runabout

Fuel odor post-refuel

Boat smells like gas for hours after fueling up.

Pontoon Boat

Overflow from fill

Pump keeps clicking off like it's full, but it's not even halfway.

Pontoon Boat

Fuel leak during refuel

Fuel keeps burping back out of the fill port—super frustrating.

Deck Boat Overflow from fill Overflowed all over the deck even though the tank wasn'’t full.
Runabout Spit-back Only way to fill is super slow trickle—crazy annoying.

Bay Boat Fuel leak during refuel Feels like the fuel gets trapped—slowest 20 gallons I've ever pumped.
Runabout Vapor lock | have to hold the nozzle upside down to get it to flow.






